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CHARACTER OF THE REV. JOHN COWPER; 


A Sketch of the Character, and an 


Account.of the last Illness, of the 
late Kev. Joun CowPer, A. M; 
Fellow of Bennet College, Cam- 
bridge, who finished bis course 
with joy, 20th March, 1770. 
Written by his brother, the late 
William Cowper, Esq. of the In- 
ner Temple, auihor of * The 
Task,” Sc. Faithfully transcrib- 
ed from his original Manuscript, 
éy John Newton, Rector of St. 
Mary Woolnoth, -and St. Mary 
W oolchurch, 


~ 


THE Editor's motives, which induce 


him to publish the following narra- 
tive, are chiefly two. 


1, That so striking a display of the 


power and mercy of God, may be 
more genetally known, to the prais@ 
and glory of his grace, and the in- 
struction and comfort of his peoples 


9. The boasted spirit of refinementy 


the stress laid upon unassisteds ha- 


“man reason, and the consequent 


scepticism to which they lead, and 
which so strongly mark the charac- 
ter of the present times, are net 
now confined merely to the dupes 
of infidelity; but many persons 


are under their influence, who 


would be much offended if we 
charged them with having renounc+ 
ed christianity. While no theory 
is admitted in natural history, 
which is not confirmed by actual 


and positive experiment, religion is 
the only thing to which a trial. by 
this testis refused. The very name 
of vital experimental i ex- 
cites contempt and sce, pro- 
vokes resen:ment, The doctrines 
of regeneration by the powerful 
operation of the Holy Spirit,and the 
necessity of his continyal agency 
and influence to advance the holi- 
ness and comferts of those, in 
whose hearts he has already begun 
a work of grace, are not only ex- 
ploded and contradicted by many 
who profess a regard for the Bible, 
and by sothe who have subscribed 
to the articleyand liturgy of our 
established church*, but they who 
avow an attachment to them, are 
upon that account, and upon that 
account alone, considered as hypo- 
crires of visionaries, knaves or 
fools,” 


Tke Editor fears, that many unstable 


persons are misled and perwerted 
by the fine words and fair speeches 
of those who lie in wait to decieve. 
But he likewise hopes, that by the 
blessing of God, acandid perusal of 
what is here published, respecting’ 
the character, sentiments, and hap- 
py death of rhe late Reverend John 


Cowper, may convince them, some 


of them at least, of their mistake, 
and break the snare in which they 
have been entangled. 


* The Church of England, to which 


Mr. Newton belonged, 
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As soon as it had pleased God, 
after a long and sharp season of 
conviction, to visit me with the 
consolations of his grace, it be- 
‘came one of my chief concerns, 
that my relations might be made 
partakers of the same mercy. 
In the first letter I wrote to my 
brother, I took occasion to de- 
clare what God had done for my 
soul, and am not conscious, that 
from that period down to his 
last illness I willfully neglected 
an opportunity of engaging him, 
if it were possible, in conversa- 
tion of a spiritual Kind. When 
I left St. Alban’s, and went to 
visit him at Cambridge, my 
heart being full of the subject, | 
poured it out before him without 
reserve ; and in all my subse- 
quent dealings with him, so far as 
I was enabled, took care to show 
that I had received not merely a 
set of notions, but a real tmpres- 
sion of the truths of the Gospel. 
At first 1 found him ready 
enough to talk with me upon 
these subjects; sometimes he 
would dispute, but always with- 
out heat or animosity, and some. 
times would endeavour to recon- 
cile the difference of our senti- 
ments, by supposing that; at the 
bottom, we were both of a 
mind, and neant the same thing. 
. He was.a man of a most can- 
did and ingenious spirit; his 
temper remarkably sweet, and in 
his behaviour to me, he had al- 
ways manifested an uncommon af- 
fection. His outward -conduct, 
so far as it fell under my notice, 
or I could learn it by report of 
others, was perfectly decent and 
unblameable.—There was no- 
thing vicious in any part of his 
practice ; but being of a studious 


thoughtful turn, he placed his 
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chief delight in the acquisition of 
learning, and made such acquisi- 
tions in it, that he had but few 
rivals in that of a classical kind, 
He was critieally skilled in the 
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew lan. 
guages ; was beginning te make 
himself master of the Syriac, and 
perfectly understood the French 
and Italian, the latter of which 
he could speak fluently. ‘hese 
attainment’, however, and many 
others in the literary way, he 
lived heartily to despise, not as 
useless when sanctified and em- 
ployed in the service of God, but 
when sought after for their own 
sake, and with a view to the 
praise of men. Learned, how. 
ever, as he was, he was easy and 
cheerful in his conversation, and 
entirely free from the stiffness, 
which is generally contracted 
by men devoted to such ~pur- 
Suits. 

Thus we spent about two years, 
conversing, aS occasion offered, 
and we generally visited each 
other once or twice a week, as 
long as I continued at Hunting- 
don, upon the leading truths of 
the Gospel. By this time, how- 
ever, he began to be more reserv- 
ed ; he would hear me patiently, 
but never reply ; and this I found 
upon his own confession after- 
ward, was the effect of a resolu- 
tion he had taken, in order to 
avoid disputes, and to secure the 
continuance of that peace which 
had always subsisted between us. 
When our family. removed to 
Olney, our intercourse became 
less frequent. We exchanged an 
annual visit, and whenever he 
came amongst usy -he observed 
the same conduct, conforming to 
all our customs, attending family 
worship with us, and heard the 
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preaching, received civilly what- 
evey passed in conversation upon 
the subject, but adhered strictly 
to the rule he had prescribed to 
himself, never remarking upon 
or objecting to any thing he heard 
or saw. This, through the good- 
ness Of his natural temper, he 
was enabled to carry so far, that 
though eome things unavoidably 
happened, which we feared wouid 
give him offence, he never took 


any ; tor it was not possible to’ 


offer him the pulpit, nor when 
Mr. N was with us once at 
the time of family prayer,. could 
we ask my brother to officiate, 
though being himself a minister, 
and one of our own family for 
the time, the office seemed natur- 
ally to. fall into; his hands. 

In September, 1769, I learn- 
ed by letters from Cambridge, 
that he was dangerously ill. I 
set out for that place the day af- 
ter-I received them, and found 
him as ill as I expected. He 
had taken cold on his return 
from a journey into Wales, and 
lest he should be laid up at a dis- 
tance from home, had _ pushed 
forward as fast as he could from 
Bath with a fever upon him. 





Soon after his arrival at Cam- 


bridge ..he. discharged, unknown 
to himself, such a_ prodigious 
quantity of blood, that. the phy- 
sician ascribed it only to the 
strength of his constitution that 
he was still alive; and assured 
me, that if the discharge should 
be repeated, he must inevitably 
die upon the spot. In this state 
of imminent. danger, he seemed 
to have no more concern about 
his spiritual interests than when 
in perfect health. His couch 
was strewed with volumes of 
plays, to which he had frequent 
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recourse for amusement. I learn- 
ed indeed afterwards, that even 
at this time, the thoughts of God 
and eternity, would often force 
themselves upon his mind; . but 
not apprehending his life to be in 
danger, and trusting in the mo- 
rality of his past conduct, he 
found it no difficult matter. to 
thrust them out again. 

As it pleased God that he had 
no relapse, he presently began to 
recover strength, and in ten days 
time I left him so far restored, 
that he could ride many miles. 
without fatigue, and had every . 
symptom, of returning” health.” 
It is probable, however, that. 
though his recovery seemed per-. 
fect, this illness was the means 
which Ged had appointed to 
bring down his strength in the 
midst of his journey, afd to hast- 
en on the malady which proved 
his last. 

On the 16th of: February, 
1770, I was again summoned to, 


attend him, by letters which reps 
that the 


resented him as so ill, 
physician entertained but little 
hopes of his recovery. I found 
him afflicted with the asthma and 
dropsy, supposed to be the effect 
of an imposthume in his liver, 
He was however cheerful when I 
first arrived, expressed great j “7. 
at seeing me, thought himse 

much better than he had been, 
and seemed to flatter himself with 
hopes that he should be well 
again. My situation at this time, 
was truly distressful. I learned 
from the physician, that, in this 
instance asin the last, he was in 
much greater danger than he sus- 
pected. ‘He did not seem to lay 
his iilness at all to heart, nor 
could I find by his conversation 
that he had one serious thought. 
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As often as a suitable eccasion 
offered, when we were free from 
campany and interruption, I en- 
deavoured to give a spiritual turn 
to the discourse ; and the day 
after my arrival, asked his per- 
mission to pray with him, to 
which he readily consented. I 
renewed my attempts in this way 
as often as 1 could, though witb- 
out any apparent success : still 
he seemed as careless and uncon- 
cerned as ever ; yet, I could not 
but consider his wiilingness in 
this instance as atoken for good, 
and observed with pleasure, that 
though at other times he discov- 
ered no mark of seriousness, yet 
when I spoke to him of the Lord’s 
dealings with myself, he received 
what I said with affection, would 
press my hand, and look kindly 
at me, and seemed to love me the 
better for it. 

On the,21st of the same month, 


he had a violent fit of the asthma, 


which:seized him when he rose, 
about an hour before noon, and 
lasted all the day. His agony 
was dreadful. Having never 
seen any person afflicted in the 
same way, | could not help fear- 
ing that he would be suffocated ; 
nor was the physician himself 
without fears of the same kind. 
This day the Lord was very 
present with me, and enabled me, 
as I sat by the poor sufferer’s 
side, to wrestle for a blessing up- 
on him. I observed to him, that 
though it had pleased- God to 
visit him with great afflictions, 
yet mercy was mingled with the 
dispensation. I said, * You 
have many friends who love you, 
and are willing to do all they can 
to serve you; and so perhaps 
have others in like circumstances ; 
hut it is not the lot of every sick 
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man, how much soever he may 
be beloved, to have a friend that 
can pray for him.” He replied, 
“‘ That is true, and I hope God 
will have mercy uponme.” His 
love for me from this time became 
very remarkable ; there was a 
tenderness in it more than was 
merely natural; and he general. 
ly expressed it by calling for bles. 
sings upon me in the most affec- 
tionate terms, and with a look 
and manner not to be described. 
At night, when he was quite 
worn out with the fatigue of -la- 
bouring for breath, and could get 
no rest, his asthma still continu. 
ing, he turned to me, and said, 
with a melancholy air, ** Broth- 
er, I seem to be marked out for 
misery ; you know some people 
are so.”? That moment I felt my 
heart enlarged, and such a per- 
suasion of the love of God to- 
wards him was wrought in my 
soul, that I replied with confi- 
dence, and as if 1 had authority 
given me tosay it, * But that is 
not your case; you are marked 
out for mercy.” 

Through the wholeof this most 
painful dispensation, he was blest 
with a degree of patience and re- 
signation to the will of God, not 
always seen in the behavior of es- 
tablished Christians under suffer- 
ings so great as his, I never 
heard a murmuring word escape 
him ; on the contrary he would 


often say, when his pains were 


most acute, “I only wish it 
may please God to enable me to 
suffer without complaining ; I 
have no right to complain.” 
Once he said with a loud voice, 
* Let thy rod and thy staff sup- 
port and comfort me: andoh! 
that it were with me as in times 
past, when the candle of the Lord 
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shone upon my tabernacle.” One 
evening, when I had been ex- 
pressing my hope that the Lord 
would show him mercy, he repli- 
ed; “Thopehe will ; Iam sure 
{ pretend tq nothing.” Many 
times he spoke of himself in 
terms of the greatest self abase- 
ment, which | cannot now par- 
ticularly remember i thought 
J.could discern, in these expres- 
sions, the glimpses of approaching 
day, and have no boubt at pres- 
ent but that the Spirit of God was 
gradually preparing him, in a 
way of true humiliation, for that 
bright display Gf Gospel grace 
which he was soon after pleased 
to afford him*. 

On Saturday the 10th of March, 
about three in the afternoon, he 
suddenly burst into tears, and 
said with a loud cry, ‘ Oh, for- 
sake me not !” I went to his 
bed-side, when he grasped my 
hand, and presently by his eyes 
and countenance I found that he 
was in prayer. Then rg to 
me hesaid, *‘ Oh, brother, [ am 
full of what I could say_to you.” 
The nurse asked him if he would 
have any hartshorn or lavender. 
He replied, “ None of these 
things will serve my purpose.” I 
said, ** But I know what would, 
my dear, don’t,1?”’? He answer. 
ed, ** You do brother.” 

Having continued some time 
silent, he said, ‘* Behold I create 
new heavens and a new earth” — 
then after a pause “ Aye and he 
is able to do it too.” 


* Thereis a beautiful illustration of 
this sudden and happy chaage, in Mr. 
Cowper’s poem entitled Hope, vol. i, 
page 177, 178. edition 1782. 


#*As when a felon whom his country’s 
laws,’’ &¢. 
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T left him for about an hour, - 
fearing lest he should’ fatigue 
himself with talking, and because 
my surprise and joy were So great, 
that I could hardly bear them. 
When L returned, he threw his 
arms about my neck, and leaning - 
his head against mine he said, 
* Brother, if 1 live, you and I 
shall be more like one another 
than we have been. But wheth- 
er I live or live not, all is well, 
and will be so; I know it will; ; 
I have felt that which I never felt 
before, and am sure that God 
has visited me with this sickness 
to teach me what I was too proud 
tolearnin health. I néWer had’ 
satisfaction till now. The doc- 
trines I had been used to, refer- 
red me to myse_F for the founda- 
tion of my hopes, and there I 
could find nothing to rest upon. 
The sheet anchor of the soul was 
wanting. {thought you wrong, 
yet wished to believe as you did. 
1 found myself unabie to believe, 
yet always thought that I should 
one day be brought to do so. 
You suffered more than I have 
done before you believed these 
truths ; bat our sufferings, though 
different in their kind and meas- 
ure, were directed to the same 
end. I hope he has taught me 
that which he teaches none but 
his own. I hope so. These 
things were foolishness to me 
once, but now I havea firm foun- 
dation, and am satisfied.”’ 

In the evening, when I went 
to. bid him good night, he looked 
steadfastly in my face, and, with 
great solemnity in his air and 
manner, taking me affectionate- 
ly by the hard, resumed the dis- 
course inthese very words. ** As 
empty, and yet full; as having 
nothing, and yet possessing ail 
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things—I see the rock upon 
which I onee split, and I see the 
reck of my salvation. I have 
peace in myself, and if I live, I 
hope it will be, that I may be 
made a messenger of peace to 
others I have learned that ina 
moment, which I could not have 
learned by reading many books 
for many years. I have often 
studied these points, and studied 
them with great attention, but 
was blinded by prejudice ; and 
unless he, whe alone is worthy 
to unloose the seals, had opened 
the book to me, I had been 
blinded still. Now they appear 
so plain, that though | am cor- 
vinced no comment could ever 


have made me understand then, - 


I wonder I did not see them be- 
fore. Yet great as my doubts 
and difficulties were, they have 
only served to pave the way, and 
being solved, they. make it plain- 
er. Thelight I have received 
comes late, but it is a comfort to 
me that I never made the Gospel- 
truths a stibject of ridicule. 
Though I dissented from the 
persuasion and the ways of God’s 
people, I ever thought them re- 
spectable, and therefore not prop- 
er to be made a jest of. ‘The 
evil I suffer is the consequenee of 
my .descent from the corrupt 
original stock, and of my own 
pérsonal transgressions ; the good 
T enjoy comes to me as the over- 
flowing of his bounty ;. but the 


crown of all his mercies is this, 


that he has given me a Saviour; 
and not only the Saviour of 
mankind, brother, but my Sa- 
viour.” 

|] should delight to see to the 
people at Olney, but am not 
worthy to appear amongst 
them.” He wept at speaking 


(May, 


these words, and repeated them 
with emphasis, ‘ I should re. 


joice in an hour’s conversation 





with Mr. N , and, if I live, 
shall have much discourse with 
him upon these subjects, but am 
so weak in body, that at present 
{ could not bear it.” 

At the same time he gave me 
to understand, that he had been 
five years enquiring after the 
truth, that is, from the time of 
my first visit to him after I left 
St. Alban’s, and that, from the 
very day of his ordination, which 
was ten years ago, he had been 
dissatisfied with his own views of 
the Gospel, and sensible of their 
defect ond obscurity ; that he had 
always had a sense of the impor- 
tance of the ministerial charge, 
and hai used to consider himself 
accountable for his doctrine no 
less than his practice ; that he 
could appeal to the Lord for his 
Sincerity in all that time, and 
had never willfully erred, but al- 
ways been desirous of coming to 
the knowledge of the truth, He 
added, that the moment when he 
sent forth that cry*, was the mo- 
ment when light was darted into 
his soul ; that he had thought 
much about these things in. the 
course of his illnes, but never till 
that instant was able to under- 
stand them. 

It was remarkable, that, from 
the very instant, when he was 
first. enlightened, he was ‘also 
wonderfully strengthened in bo- 
dy, so that from. the 10th to the 
14th of March we all entertained 
hopes of his recovery. He was 
himself very sanguine in his ex- 
pectations of it, but frequently 
said, that his desire of recovery 


* On the 10th of March, vide supra, 
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extended no further than his hope 
of usefuiness ; adding, “ Unless 
I may live to be an instrument of 
good to others, it were better for 
me to die now.” 

As his assurance was clear and 
unshaken, so he was very sensible 
of the goodness of the Lord to 
himrin that respect. On the day 
when his eyes were opened, he 
turned to me, and in a low voice 
said’; “* What a mercy itis to a 
man in my condition to know his 
acceptance ; I am completely 
satisfied of mine.’ On another 
eccasion, speaking to the same 
purpose he said; ‘ This bed 
would be a bed of misery, ard it 
issom—but itis likewise a bed of 
joy and a bed of discipline. Was 
Ito die this night I know I 
should be happy. This assur- 
ance I hope is quite consistent 
with the word of God.—lIt is 
built upon a sense of my own ut- 
ter insufficiency and the all-suffi- 
ciency of Christ. At the same 
time he said ; * Brother, I have 
been building my glory upon -a 
sandy foundation; I have 1a. 
boured night and day to perfect 
myself in things of no profit 3 I 
have sacrificed my health to 
these pursuits, and am now suf. 
fermg* the consequence of my 
mispent labour. But how con- 
temptible do the writers I once 
high!y valued now appear te me. 
“Yea, doubtless, I count all 
things loss and dung for the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord.” I must 


now go to a new school, I have’ 


many thingsto learn. I suc 
ceeded in my former pursuits. T 
wanted to be highly applauded ; 
and I was so. I was flattered 
up to the height of my wish- 
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es: now, I must learn a new 
lesson.’ 
On the evening of the 13th he 


said, “© What comfort have I in’ 


this bed, miserahle as I seem to 
be. Brother, I love to look at 
you. I see now. who was right, 
and who was mistaken. But it 
seems wonderful that such a dis- 
pensation should be necessary to 
enforce what seems so very plain. 
I wish myself at Olney; you 


have a good ‘river there, better 


than all the rivers of Damascus. 
What a scene is passing before 
me! Ideas upon these subjects 
crowd upon me faster than I can 
give them utterance. How plain 
do many texts-appear, to which, 
after consulting all the commen. 
tators, I could hardly affix a 
meaning ; and now I have their 
true meaning without any com- 
ment at all. There is but one 
key to the New Testament ; there 
is but one interpreter. I cannot 
describe to you, nor shail I ever 
be able to describe, what I felt in 
the moment when it was given to 
me. May I make good use of 
it! How I shudder when I think 
of the danger I have just escap- 
ed! I had made up my mind 
upon these ‘subjects, and was de- 
termined’ to hazard all upon the 
justness of my own opinions.” 
Speaking of his illness, he said, 
he had been followed from the 
very beginning of it with this 


text: [shall not die, but live and 


declare the works of the Lord. 


This notice was fulfilled to him, 
though not in such a sense as my 


desires for his recovery prompt- 
ed me to put uponit. His re- 
markable amendment soon ap- 
peared to be no more than a 
present supply of strength and 
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spirits, that he might be able to 
speak of the better life which 
God had given him, which was 
no sooner done than he relapsed 
as suddenly as he had revived. 
About this time he formed a pur- 
pose of receiving the sacrament, 
induced to it principally by a de. 
sire of setting his seal to the truth, 
in presence of those who were 
strangers to the change which 
had taken place im his sentiments 
It must have been administered 
to him by the master of the col- 
lege, to whom he designed to 
have made this short declara- 
tion. ‘If I die, I die in the be- 
lief of the doctrines of the refor- 


‘mation, and of the Church of 


England, as it was at the time of 
the reformation.” But his 
strength declining apace, and his 
pains becoming more severe, he 
could never {nd a proper op- 
portunity of doing it. His ex- 
perience was rather peace than 
joy, if a distinction may be made 
between joy and that heartfelt 
peace which he often spoke of in 
the most comfortable terms ; and 
which he expressed by a heaven- 
ly smile upon his countenance 
under the bitterest bodily dis- 
tress His words upon this sub- 
ject once were these—‘* How 
wonderful isit, that God should 
look upon man, especially that 
he shou!d look upon me ? Yet he 
sees me, and takes notice of all 
that Isuffer. I see himtoo; he 
is present before me, and L hear 
him say, Come unto me_all ye that 
are weary and heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest.” 
Onthe l4th, in the afternoon, I 
perceived that the strength and 
spirits which had been afforded 
him, were suddenly withdrawn, 
so that by the next day his mind 
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Matt. xi. 28. ° 
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became weak, and his speech roy. 
ing and faultering But siill. ay 
intervals, he was enabled to speak 
of divine things with great force 
and clearness. On the evenings 
of the 15th he said, “ There js 
more joy in heaven over one sin. 
ner that repenteth, than over 
ninety and nine “just persons wh¢ 
need no repentance.” That text 
has been sadly misunderstood, by 
Where 
is that just person to be ane 
Alas! what must have becom 
of me, if 1 had died this day se’n. 
night ? What would I have had 
to plead ? My own righteousness! 
That should have been of great 
Service tome, to besure. Well, 
whither next ? Why to the moun- 
tains to fall upon usj and to the 
hills to cover use Iam not duly 
thankful for the mercy I have re. 
ceived. Perhaps I may ascribe 
some part of my insensibility to 
my great weakness of body. I 
hope at least, that if I was better 
in health, it wou!d be better with 
me in these respects also.” 

The next day, perceiving that 
his understandiug began to suffer 
by the extreme weakness of. his 
body, he said * I have been vain 
of my understanding and of my 
acquirements in this place ; and 
now God has made me little bet- 
ter than an idiot, as mucleas to 
say, now be proud if you can. 
Well, while I have any senses 
left, my thoughts will be poured 
outin the praise of God. I have 
an interest in Christ,.in his blood 
and sufferings, and my sims are 
forgiven me. Have J not cause 
to praise him ? When my under- 
standing fails me quite, as I think 
it will soon, then he will pity my 
weakness.” 


Though the Lord intended 
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that his warfare should be short, 
yet a warfare he was to have, 


Character of the 


.. and to be exposed to a measure of 


onflict with his own corruptions. 
His pain being extreme, his pow- 
ers of reco much impair- 
ed, and the @omforter withhold- 
for a season his sensible sup- 
# » he was betrayed into a fret- 
fathess and impatience of spirit 
hich had nevér been permitted 
show itself before. ‘This ap- 
arance alarmed me, and having 
‘opportunity afforded me ‘by 









every body’s absence, I said to 


him, You was happier last 
Saturday than you are to-day. 
Are you entirely destitute of 
the consolations you then spoke 
of? And do you not sometimes 
feel comfort fléwing into your 
heart from a ‘sen$e* of your ac- 
ceptance with God ?’ He repli- 
ed, ** Sometimés I do, but some- 
times I am left to desperation.”’ 
The same Gay in the evening he 
said, ‘“ Brother, I believe you 
are often uneasy, lest what lately 
past should come to nothing ” I 
replied by asking him, whether, 
when he found his patience and 
his temper fail, he endeayoured 
to pray for power against his cor- 
tuptions ? He answered * Yes, a 
thousand times in a day. , But I 
see myself odiously vile and wick- 
ed, “WF I die in this illness, I beg 
you will place no other inscrip- 
tion over me than such as may 
just mention my name and the 
parish where I was minister ; for 
that I ever had a being, and what 
sort of a being I had cannot be 
too soon forgot. I was just be- 
ginningto be a deist, and had 
long desired to be so; and I will 
ownto you what I never confes- 
sed before, that my function and 
the duties of it were a weariness 
S 
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to me which I could not bear. 
Yet, wretched creature, and 
beast as I was, I was esteemed 
religious, thoughed lived without 
God inthe world.” About this 
time I reminded him of the 
account of Janeway’s, which he 
onee read at my desire. He said 
he had langhed at it in his own 
mind, and accounted it mere 
madness and folly. ‘ Yet base as 
Iam,’”’ said he, “ 1 have no 
doubt now bit God has accepted 
me also, and forgiven me all my 
sins.” 

I then “asked him what he 
thought of my narrative? He 


replied “I thought it strange,, 


and ascribed much of it to the 
State in which* you had been. 
When I came to visit you in Lon- 
don, and found you in that deep 
distress, 1 would have given the 
universe to hav@ administered 
some comfort to you. You may 
remember that I tried every 
method ef doing it. When I 
found that all my attempts were 
vain, I was shocked to the great- 
est degree. I began to consider 
your sufferings as a judgment 
upon you, and my inability to al- 
leviate themas a judgment up- 
on myself. When Mr. M. came, 
he succeeded ina moment. This 
surprised me; but it does not 
surprise me now. He had the 
key to your heart, which I had 
not. That whieh filled me with 
disgust against my office as 2 
minister, was, the same ill suce 


cess which attended me in my. 


own parish. There I endeav- 
oured to sooth the afflicted, and 
to reform the unruly by warning 
and reproof ; but all that f could 
say in either case, was spoken to 
the wind, and attended with no 
effect.” 
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138. Charactes: of the Rev. John Conper. 


There is thatin the nature of 
salvation by grace, when it is 
truly and experimentally known, 
which prompts every ‘person to» 
think himself the most extraordi- 
nary instance of its power. Ac- 
cordingly, my _ brother insisted 
upon the precedence inthis “re- 
spect, and, upon comparing his 


‘case with mine, would by no 


means allow my deliverance to 
have been so wonderful as his 
own. He observed that, ** from 
the beginning, both his manner 
of lifeand his connections had 
been such as had a natural ten 
dency to blind his eyes; and to 
confirs and rivet his prejudices 
against'the truth. Blameiess in 
his outward conduct, and having 
no open immorality to charge 
himself with, his acquaintance 
had been awith men of the «same 
stamp, who trusted m themseives 
that they were righteous, and de® 
pised the doctrines of the cross. 
Such were all who from his ear- 
liest days he had been used to 
propose to himself as patterns for 
his imitation. Not to go further 
back, such was the clergyman 
under whom he received the first 
rudiments of his education ; such 
was the school-master, under 
whom he was prepared for the 
university ; and such were all the 
most admired characters there, 
with whom he was most ambi- 
tious of being connected. He la- 
mented the dark and Christless 
condition of the place, where 
learning and morality were all in 
all, and where if a man was pos- 
sessed of these qualifications, he 
n1either doubted himself, nor did 
any body else question the safety 
of his state. He concluded there- 
fore, that to show the fallacy of 
such appearances, and to root 


4h AY, 


out the prejudices which long fa. 
miliarity with them had fastened 
upon his mind, required a more 
than ordinary exertion of divine 
power, and that the grace of God 
was more clearly:?manifested in 
such a work, than im the conver. 
sion of one like me, whe had 
outside righteousness to boast * 
and who, if I wasignorant of the 
tmuth, was not however so des. 
pérately prejudiced against it.” 
His thoughts, I suppose, had 
been led to this subject, whey 
one afternoon, while 4 was writ- 
ing by the fire side, he thus ad. 
dressed himself to the nurse, who 
sat at his bolster. ‘* Nurse, I 
have lived threeand thirty years, 
and I will tell gow how I have 
spent them. When I was a boy, 
they taught mg Latin ; and be. 
cause I wasthes@mofa gentleman, 
they taught me Greek. These 
I learned uncer a sort of priyate 
tutor ; atthe age of fourteen, or 
thereaboats, they sent me to a 
public school, where I ‘learned 
more Latin and Greek, and, last 
of all, to this place, where 1 have 
been learning: more Latin and 
Greek still. Now has not this 
been a blessed life, and much to 
the glory of God 2” then direct- 
ing his speech to me, he said ; 
“ Brother, I was going towsay I 
was born in such a year ; but I 
correct myself: I would rather 
say, insuch a year I came into 
the world. You know when I 


“was born.” 


As long as_he expected to re- 
cover, the souls committed to his 
care were much upon his mind. 
One day when fone wag present 
but myself, he prayed thus: ‘“O 
Lord, Thou art good ; goodness 
is thy very essence, and thou art 
the fountain of wisdom, I ama 
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poor worm, weak and foolish asa 
child. Thou‘hast intrusted ma- 
ny souls unto me; and I have 
not been able to teach them, be- 
cause 1 knew thee not. myself. 
Grant me ability, O Lord, for I 
ean do neth®eg without thee, and 
givéeie grace to be faithful ” 

. In atime of severe and contin 
tal pain, he @ntiled in my face, 
and saic—‘* Brether, I am ag 
happy asa king.” And the day 
before he died, when I asked. him 
what sort of a night he had hady 


he replied “asad night, not a 


wink of sleep” I said * Per- 
haps though, your mind has beea 
cemposed, and you have been 
enabled to'pray/#* ‘ Yes,” said 
he, “I havé @ndeavoured to 
spend the hours the thoughts of 
God and praye#y’ I have been 
much comfort@é@; and all the 
comfort I got came to me in this 
way.” 

The next morning T was called 
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up to be witness of his last mo- 
ments. I found him in a deep 


‘sleep, lying perfectly still, and 


seemingly free from pain. I staid 
with him till they pressed me to 
quit the room, and in about five 
minutes after I had left him he 
died ; sooner indeed than I ex- 
pectedy though for some days 
there had been no hopes of his 
recovery. His death at that 
time was rather extraordinary 3 
at least I thought it so ; for when 
I took leave of him the night be- 
fore, he did not seem worse or 
weaker than he had been, and, 
for aught that appearedy might 
have lasted many days g degit the 
Lord, in whose sight #he death 
of his saints is precious, cut short 
his sufferings, and gave him a 
speedy and peaceful departure. 
He died at seven im the mor- 
ning, on the 20th wf March, 
1770. Ce ta, 
Chris. Mag. 
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. 
de ee ON PARTIALITY AND 
ted : 
AttTuHoucu mankind, in gene- 
ral, appear to revolt at the idea of 
charging God with partiality and 
injustice, in his dealings with his 
creatures, explicitly, in so many 
words, yet they often do it im- 
plicitly. It is not uncommon to 
hear persons say, that if God 
were to do such and such things, 
he would be partial, unjust anda 
respecter of persons, when at the 


same time he has-‘most explicitly 


RESPECT OF PERSONS. 


declared, that he does and will do 
the very same things ‘This pro- 
ceeds, probably, more from erro- 
neous ideas of partiality and re- 
spect of persons and an imperfect 
belief of the divine declarations, 


than from any design to cast re- — 


proach upon the divine eharacter 
and government. ‘lhis being the 
case, it seems highly important 
to examine this subject, in order 
to ascertain what we are to un 
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- 
derstand, by these phrases, as used 
in the Scriptures. 

To be partial and a respecter 
of persons is ever considered, by 
mankind, odious and criminal. 
‘That such a character belongs to 
the ever blessed God, cannot, for 
a moment, be. admitted. It is 
forbidden, by the perfections of 
his character ; itis forbidden, by 
the relation which he sustains to 
his-creatures, by which he is infi- 
nitely removed from any tempta- 
tion to such a conduct; it is for- 
bidden, by the declarations of his 
word, which repeatedly _ testi- 

es, that *‘ there is no respect of 
persons with God.” 

In what, I would now enquire, 
does partiality and respect of per- 
sons consist ? In order to answer 
this question, in the most satisfac- 
tory manner, I would observe, 

1. That it does not consist in 
treating one person differently 
from another. . This every one is 
inthe daily habit of doing, and 
considers himself as having a 
right to do, without incurring the 
imputation of partiality ora re- 
specter of persons. Who does 
not conceive that he has a right 
to show more favor to his partic- 
ular friends and connexions, than 
to others? Who does not feel it 
to be his duty to take more care 
of his own children than those of 
his neighbour ?. And who, be- 
cause he had done this, would not 
feel himself very much wounded 
and injured, to be aceused of 
partiality and respect of persons ? 

Is it not evident also, that God 
treats different persons, differ- 
ently, both with respect to tem- 


poral and spiritual blessings ? On _ 


some he bestows, talents, health, 
riches, learning, honor and almost 


uw key rar Lead eo 
every kind of worldly prosperity, 
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whilst others are doomed to weak. 
ness of intellect, sickness, poverty, 
ignorance, obscurity and almost 
every species of temporal evil. So 
alsc -with ‘respect,to spiritual bles- 
sings; some are furnished with the 
means of grace andenjoy the of. 
fers of salvation, whilst others are 
not only destitute of these, but ig- 
norant of their existence. And 
of those who are favored with 
them, some are brought to em. 
«brace the offers of the gospel and 
made heirs of everlasting life, 
whilst others are left to perish in 
their sins, 

Should“any be disposed to 
maintain, that. the difference 
which takes place between per- 
sons under the light of the gos- 
pel, by some egabracing its offers, 
whilst others reject them, ts to be 
ascribed to the persons themselves 
and not;to God, they will not de- 
ny that some are placed, by their 
education, connexions in life, and 
other circumstances, 1 situations 
much more tfayourable for this 
purpose, than others—and that 
God in this way, at least, deals 
very differently with them. But 
who will dare to accuse the Most 
High of partiality or respect of 
persons, for dealing thus differ- 
eutly with his creatures? Nor, 

2. Does*it consist in treaking 
those differently who _ sustain, 
materially, the same character. 
Suppose aman has two poor 
neighbours who, as far as appears, 
are equally necessitous and equal- 
ly meritorious. On one of them 
he has a favor to bestow. Can 
he not, withont incurring the 
odious imputation of: partiality, 
bestow it on one to the exclusion 
of the other, and especially if he 
has reason to suppose that one 
will make a better use of it than 
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the other ? Or must he, because 
he has not two such favors to be- 
stow, be deprived of the satistac- 
tion, of doing a kindness to a fel- 
low-mortal, ‘when he has it in his 
power ? And shall his poor neigh- 
bouw loose the benefit which hie 
might receive, because he has the 

misfertune to whave another as 
poor and meritorious as himself ? 

The same is the case with re- 
spect to the divine conduct.» It 
cannot be denied that God has a 
right to bestow more talents, 
more property,~ more learning, 
more health and more prosperity 
upon some than upon others, 
where there is no difference of 
character. For to deny this 
would be virtualjy to charge him, 
with continual andi@ross iniquity, 
because it is evident that he con- 
stantly does it. 

With respect to spiritual bles- 
sings also, God has a right to be- 
stow them in different degrees on 
persons of the same character. 
Salvation is his gift, Itisa bles- 
sing to which none of our sinful 
race have any claim, for all have 
apostatized from him and justly 
incurred his everlasting displeas- 
ure. Ifhe bestow it on any, it is 
anact of unmerited mercy. If 
he bestow it on some and de- 
ny itg#® others, he does no oth- 
erwise than he has a right to 
do—* Shall he not do what he 
will with his own 2?” « Those on 
whom he does not bestow it, are 
hot injured, by his bestowing it 
on others, and have therefore no 
grourd of complaint. And what 
God has a right to do, in this re- 
spect, he aSsures us, inhis word, 
that he does do. ie 

3. Partiality or respect of per- 
sons does not consist in treating 
the most unworthy characters 
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best, when it does not violate the 
principles of justice A man 
may bestow favors on the most 
unworthy characters in the com- 
munity without being considered 
a respecter of persons, Sv God 
may bestow salvation on the most 
wicked and abandoned of the 
human race, without being 
chargable with the least degree 
of sucha crime. He may, if he 
chooses, in order to show the 
greatness of his power and the 
*‘ exceeding riches of his grace,” 
pass by the moral and sober for- 
malist, and take the abandoned 
profligate for an heir cf; glory— 
and who will presume ‘to ques- 
tion his right so to do, * or say un- 
to him, What doest thou ?” But, 
4. Partiality or respect of per« 
sons consists in treating beings, 
of the same character, different! Y> 
without reason, ahd from selfish 
or criminal motives, ‘This is 
evidently the sense in which these 
phrases are used, among mankind 
generally. 


er of persons, we mean that he 
treats one person differently from 
another, net because there is any 
difference in their characters, but 
without reason, and from selfish 
and criminal motives. We do 
not consider him as sustaining 
this character, for making such a 
difference, if it be done from be- 
nevolent and praisworthy mo- 
tives—as for instance when, for 
good reasons, and from laudable 
motives, he bestows charity on 
one poor neighbour and not on 
another. likewise a. judge 
would not be considered as par- 
tial and a respecter of persons, if, 
for good reasons and frora honest, 
upright motives, he should inflict 
a heavier punishment on one 


Thus when we say * 
that a man is partial, or a respecte 
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criminalthan on another guilty 
of the same crime. But if he 
should do this from corrupt mo- 
tives, as for the sake of a bribe, 
or on account of kindred, he 
would justly be considered as a 
respecter of persons. Ifa parent, 
without any reason, but a ground- 
less fondness for one of his chil- 
dren, bestow on him peculiar fa- 
vors, he would be guilty of par- 
tiality ; but if he should be actu- 
ated, by upright motives, in 
making such a distinction, who 
would accuse him of partiality ? 
To mention but one case more— 
Suppose the chief magistrate of 
a nation should think, that, of 
two criminals, who had been sen- 
tenced to death for the same 
crime, the public good did not 
require the execution of but ore, 
and from the purest design of 
promoting thi$ should pardon 
one and give orders for the exe- 
cution of the other, would any 
one accuse him of being a re- 
specter of persons? But if he 
should be imfluenced to do this, 
from the hope of reward, or some 
corrupt motive, he would evi- 
dently deserve this odious char- 
acter. 

To apply these observations to 
the conduct of God in his treat- 
ment of his creatures—If it were 
possible for him to act, without 
reason, or to be influenced, by 
selfish or corrupt motives, he 
would undoubtedly be a partial 
being, for nothing can be more 
evident than that he treats his 
creatures very differently where 
there is no foundation, in their 
character, for the distinction. 
but as he never acts without the 
highest reasop, so neither does he 
incur the imputation of partiality 

hese distinctions which he 
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makes among his creatures, al. 
though the reasons of his conduct 
may be hidden from all human, 
if not all created eyes. 

This subject naturally suggests 
a few remarks which it may. not 
be unprofitable concisely to nos 
tice. 

1. We may see from what has 
been said, that God’s being no 
respecter of persons, does not at 
all militate with the doctrine of 
Divine Sovereignty. It is often 
said, if God bestow his grace ina 
sovereign manner without re- 
gard to the merits of the crea- 
ture, giving it to Some and not 
to others, he must be a respecter 
of persons. But if the explana. 
tion of this phrase, which has 
now been attempted, be correct, 
this consequence wil] not follow. 
For as all are, by nature, dead in 
trespasses and sins, and none have 
any claim to salvation, God may, 
without partiality, bestow it on 
whom he pleases, provided he 
has good reasons for the distinc- 
tion, which he makes. That he 
has not good reasons for this who 
will presume to affirm? Although 
in the bestowmenst of his grace, 
God acts in a sovereign, he never 
acts in an arbitrary manner. In 
choosing the heirs of salvation, he 
invariably takes those, whose sal- 
vation will most conduce to his 
own glory and the good of his 
intelligent universe. 

2. It is obvious to remark, in 
view of what has been said, that 
God’s being no respecter of per- 
sons affords nod support to the 
sentiment, that all will be forever 
happy, beyond the grave, It 1s 
often said, that if God should 
save a part of the human race 
and leave the remainder to per- 
ish, he would be partial and a 
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respecter of persons. But accord- 
ing to what has been said, this 
argument, upon which great 
stress has often been laid, is des- 
titute of any force. It is built 
entirely upon the supposition, 
that God cannot treat one part 
of his creatures differently from 
the other, without being partial ; 
a supposition witich, I think, has 
been shown to be entirely ground- 
less. The justice and impartial- 
ity of God, therefore, so far from 
supporting this sentiment, make 
directly against it. It is because 
God is no respecter of persons, 
that all will not be made happy, 
in the future world. For being 
such, he will treat all according 
to their characters. In the great 
day he will take the judgment 
seat, and like a righteous and im- 
partial judge, will acquit or con- 
demn, reward or punish all ac- 
cording to the characters which 
they sustain and the deeds done 
in the body. The guilty will not, 
through favor or reward, escape 
punishment ; nor the righteous, 
through prejudice or partiality, 
be unjustly punished. But would 
not God discover great partiality 
for the wicked if he should ad- 
judge. them to salvation, whilst 
they remained the incorrigible 
enemies of his crown and gov- 
ernment. Whilst he remained 
on the mercy-seat, and they were 
in a state of probation, he might 
have consistently, been gracious 
to them, had they complied with 
the terms of salvation; but when 
he takes the seat of judgment, he 
must treat all according to the 
characters which they eustain. 
The truth, that he is no respecter 
of persons, ought therefore to 
alarm ail, who are resting on 
this foundation for future happi- 
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ness—ought to cause them to 
tremble in view of the consequen- 
ces of continuing in impiety and 
rebellion against God. 

3. We see by what has been 
said, on this subject, that, God’s 
being no respecter of persons is 
no objection against the doctrine 
of election. Many have supposed 
that if God, from eternity, deter- 
mined to save some, and to leave 
others to perish, he must be 
partial. And if he were to make 
this distinction without reason, or 
from selfish or criminal motives, 
it would doubtless be partiality. 
But this isnot the case. God has 
most important and solid reasons 
for this distinction. He does not 
choose any to salvation, from 


any partiality, which he has for 


them, nor reject any, through 
any prejudice which he has a- 
gainst them. He chooses those 
whose salvation will most pro- 
mote his own glory and the good 
of the great whole. And he 
knows perfectly how many and 
whom it will be best to‘ choose 
and whom to leave. He will 
save as many as can be saved 
consistently with his own glory 
and the good of his intelligent 
universe. ‘Phis he can do with- 


out being a respecter of persons. 


But were he to save one sinner 
more than would answer this 
purpose, would he not discover 
an undue regard to the welfare 
of that sinner and thereby become 
partial. Shall noc the infinite 
Jehovah, discover more regard 
for his own glory and the great- 
est happiness of the universe 
than for one, or any number of 
such unworthy rebellious crea- 
tures as men? 
LuTueEr. 
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ON THE DUTY ENJOINED 1 cor. 
v. ll; With suéh an one no 
not to eat. 


ESSAY I. 


Tus order is given to the 
church. -‘The person, coné@rning 
whom the injunction Is piven, is 
one who is, or has been a merh- 
ber of the church ; but, »by his 
misconduct, has forfeited the 
privilege of their “communion. 
Wjth such afi one, ‘his brethren 
are forbidd@l toeat. A question 
arises, what*kifidwofy intercourse 
with such a p@rs®n, is prohibited, 
when we are®forbidden to cat 
with him? “Some have supposed 
that it is communion at the Lord’s 
table ; some that it isfeating at 
common meals ; and some that it 
is eating with him on festival oc- 
casions. Ae writer, in the Advi- 
ser for Jat.*and Feb. 1810, 
has, with} muth “ingénuity and 
candor, stated Wist¥eatons for be- 
lieving that the eating*hes@refer- 
réd to, 13 eating at the d?s ta- 
ble only. The present .wrltery 
not fully convinced by his &rgu? 
meiits, would now offer ssomé 
censiderations which incline him 
to think that the eating, here 
mentioned, is eating at a common 
table # not, indeed, to the exclu- 
‘sion of the Lord’s table, for the 
prohibition of the less must, of 
course, include the prohibition of 
the greater. An attempt will 
first be made to show that this 
injunction of the Apostle is de- 
signed to prohibit ordinary inter- 
course, even eating at a common 
table, with a person who is under 
the sentence of exconimunication 
from the church; and then to 
answer some objeetions. 

The frst consideration, which 
L offer, in proof of the point, is, 


The Duty eryjoined 1 Cor. v. 11. 
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that the kind of intercourse here 
prohibited is of a lower kind than 
that which christians are allowed 
to hold with heathen, or vile per. 
sons, who have never. Made a 
profession of religions Tm the 9th 
verse, referring to some former 
communication, the Apostle says, 
‘“« | wrote unto you, in an epistle, 
not to company. with fornica. 
tors.” This expression seems 
nowto appear, ’in the apostle’s 
view, too general, and capable 
of an application to persons whom 
he did not intend ; therefore he 
tells them he did not mean the 
fornicators, or covetous, &c. of 
this world; for so numerous were 
these, that to prohibit society 
with them, would be like sending 
them out of the world. But if 
any one who as,called a brother, 
or christian professor, be of such 
an abandoned*tharacter as. he 
describes, he would not have 
fhem keep company with him, xo 
not to eat. Herethe men of the 
world, and a christian brother are 
presented before us together, and 
the same word, in the original 
and translation, used with respect 
to them beth. ‘I wrote to you 
not to company with fornicators,” 
but I did not mean to forbid your 
companying with the foraicators 
of this world; but that with-a 
brother,of such a vile character, 
you should not keep company. The 
word translated company signifies 
mingling together, denoting famil- 
lar intercourse ; and _ this inter- 
mingling, which is not forbidden 
with the wicked of the world, is 
forbiddeg with the wi¢ked pro- 
fessor. ‘The prohibition of easing 
with such an one, i comnected 
with the prohibition of keeping 
his eompany, and seems to be an 
illustration of the matter, shewing 
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the distance at which such an one 
ought to be holden—keep no 
company with him, not so much 
as to he The connection, or 
relat €en the keeping com- 
pany, in the former part, afid eat- 
ing in the latter part of the 11th 
verse should be kept in view. 
This is mentioned, because the 
‘words which ¢onie between them, 
and the peculiar férm@f expres- 
sion, here used, may tend to pre- 
vent observing the connectiors 
and lead us aside from the apos- 
tle’s meaning. If it appear that 
the kind of intercourse with a 
brother here forbidden, is such 
as we are allowed to hold with 
those who do not belong to the 
church, it follows that the eating 
in question mfist be at common 





_ meals. 


2. The very form of expresé 
sion used by the apostle, denotes 
a low kind of intercourse: and 
seems not capable of application 
to the highest kind of commun 
ion among christians, as eating at 
the Lord’s table iss With a 
brother, so and so offending, 
says the apostle, I enjoin it upon 
you not to,keep company, 20 not 
to eat, or not so much as to eat. 
Did he mean to say, keep no 
company with him, not so much as 
in thé highest acts of communion 
within your power ? The expres. 
sion appears far from beiitg cal- 
culated to teach us only, that we 
must abstain from christian.com- 


munion with him. ‘» The latter 


idea, of »not eatingy appears to be 
an advarise. upon the former one, 
of not keeping company, and points 
out a particular instance of fa- 
miliarity, allowed, indeed, with 
mankind at large, be tdi char- 
acterSmwhat they may ; but’ pro- 
hibited with an immoral pro- 
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fessor. This argument, it is 
thought, is corroborated, 

3. By the direction, of Christ, 
respecting offendersin the church, 
Math &viii. 17. “ Let him be to 
thee @® an heathen man, and a 
publican 3” i.e. treat him as a 
vile persons’ stand aloof from 
him, as you do from the hea- 
then and publicans, with whom 
you think it improper to have 
any. intimate €enneection, or fa- 
miliar intercourseawaphe Jews, it 

ight them- 


is well knows @ 

selves obliged, ‘much as possi- 
ble, to avoid all @onnection, with 
publicans and heathens, they 
considered it as infamous~to eat 
with them. The publicans, es- 
pecially, seem to have been cone 
sidered by them <s the most vile 
of all persons, and most to be 










avoided s therefore the men of 
that generation, it whieh Christ - 


lived, thought Whey .cast the 
greates feproach upon him; 
i called him the * friend 
of ptitblicans and sinners.”? Luke 
vii. 34, and asked his disciples, 
why eateth your master with 
publicans and sinners,” Matth. 
ix. ll. Inthe same manner, in 
which they thought themselves 
bound to treat these persons, 


Christ would have them treat an | 


incorrigible 
Church. 

4. The argument is further 
strengthened, by other directions 
respecting our conduct towards 
offenders in the Church. See 
Rom. xvi. 17. “ Now I ‘beseech 
you, brethren, mark those who 
cause divisions and offences, con- 
trary to the doctrine, which you 
have learned, and’ avoid them.” 
Also 2 Thess, iii, 14. * If any 
man obey not our word, by this 
epistle, note that man, and have 


offender, in the 
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fio company with him, that he 
may be ashamed,” &c. Do not 
these directions, taken in connéc- 
tion with those, which have he- 
fore been adduced, strongly 
culcate the sentiment, that there 
should be a marked @éfinction, 
in the conductssof christians, be- 
tween notorious offenders in the 
Church, and others; who were 
never united witlr the Church }— 
that scandalops profegsors should 
be kept at greateg, dgstance than 
others, and their company and in- 
timacy more avoided? 

If ithe go, it may be asked, 
when must offenders be thus 
treated:?, Must it be before their 
éxcommunication, or after it? 
The answer, it is believed, must 
be, after it. For the treatment 
enjoined cannot, gegularly, take 
place before the offender is con- 
victed, on proper trials and im- 
mediately .after such conviction, 


his excommunication:,fojlome of made such profession ; 


course, if he remain. ineprrigible. 
But, if it be supposed that ‘such 
distance fronmhim ought to be 
observed, after his. offence is 
known, and before his excommu- 
nication ; @@t, surely, it cannot 
follow, that such distance is no 
longer to be observed, than to the 
time’ of his excommunication. If 
we ate forbidden all intimacy 
with a professor, whose conduct 
is Gpenly immoral, can it be 
thought that the prohibition ex- 
tends only to the time of his 

communication ; and that he is, 
thenceforth, restored to that free- 
dom with the members of the 
Church, which, before, they 
were obliged to deny him? 
Farther, the A postle, 2 Vhess. til. 
14, assigns a reason, why such an 
one should be avoided, “ keep no 
sompany with him, that de may 


be ashamed.” « But why should 
we desire to make him ashamed ? 
certainly as a mean of leading 
him to consideration and repent. 
ance. And it is evident that one 
great end of his excommunication 
is to lead him to repentance, shar 
his spirit may be saved in the day of 
the Lord Jesus. 

If such conduct towards an ex. 
communicated brother, as is hers 
advocated, were uniformly ob- 
served by christians, how much 
would it tend to make him asham- 

ed—to lead him to reflection ? 
Every time he met one of his 
nerthen, and saw his reserve to. 
wards him, it would remind him 
of his sin, and iave a hopefu' 
tendency to bring. about his re. 
formation. It is apprehended that 
one who has made a profession of 
religion, and united with the 
Church, can never be precisely in 
the condition of one who never 
he ha: 
privileges, which they have not. 
While united with the Churc! 
he is entitled to their watch an 
admonition. When he grievor 
ly departs from the path of cuts 
and safety, hrs brethren.are cblic 
ed to administet to him thar ie. 
cipline which Christ hath ap- 
pointed to bring him to. re pent. 
ance and salvation, and the judi- 
cial act which excommunicates 
him, ts as really intended for his 
good,as any step, in the discipline, 
which precedes it. Nor may they 
loose sight of this object, after 
he is separated from their com- 
munion; but must, by such a 
line of conduct as Christ hath 
prescribed, endeavour te keep 
his sin in his view, that he may b 
brought to repentance. 
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Evil things under Spectous Names. 


MISCELLANY. 


—S 4+ 


ON EVIL’ THINGS 


THere is something in the 


aature of evil, which if it appear 


inits own proper colours, wilh 
not admit ot bem@ defended, or 
recommended ‘t6**others ; he 
therefore who is friendly to it, is 
under the necessity of disguising 
it, by giving it some specious 
name, in order to render it cur- 
rent in society. On the other 
hand, there is something in the 
nature of good, which, if it ap- 

pear in its Owm proper colours, 
cannot well be oppsed : he there- 
fore who wishés to run it down, 
is obliged first to give it an ill- 
name, or he could not accom- 
plish his purpose. This species 
of imposition, it is true, is calcu- 
lated only for superficial minds¥ 
who regard words rather than 
things ; but the number of them 
is so great in the world, and e- 
ven in the church, that it hasin 
all ages been found to answer the 
end. Inthe times of the proph- 
et Isaiah there were those who 
called evil good, and good evil, who 
put bitter for sweet, and sweet for 
bitter: but asthe wo of heaven 
was then denounced against the 
practice, it becomes us to beware 
of going into it, or of being impo- 

sed on by it. 

Itis not the design of the wri- 
ter to trace this abuse of language 
through amy part of history or 
politics, or any other worldly de- 
partment; but merely to notice 
a few terms which are very cur- 


rent-<in our religious circles :— 


such @s moderation, liberality, chari 
fyy &Fc. On the one band, and big. 


& 


WHICH PASS UNDBE-SBECIOUS NAMES. 
oe 


Tse & ao Ble 
otry, nati@eness of mind, and: ills 
nature, on the other. 

There is a spirit gone forth in 
the present ag@@which is calcula- 
more "harm to the 
Watethe most er: 
roneous trime. that has -been 
advanced since the days of she 
apostles. It bears a favourable 
aspect towards those systems of 
divinity which depreciate the e- 
vil of sin, the freeness' of grace, 
the dignity of Christ, and the glo- 
ry of his righteousness, as the on- 
ly ground of acceptance with 
God ; so much s0, that it is sel- 
dom known to oppose them. Or 
if, for thersake Of preserving ‘its 
reputation, it strikes @h Occasional 
blowea® them, yet itis with so 
light @hand as never to hurt 
them. It takes no decided stand 
on*this side or thaty and thereby 
obtains admission among all par- 
ties. - If the friends of Christ 
meet together, it wihes to meet 
with them, though itt be only to 
oppose every measure which may 
bear hard mye: its’ favorite de- 
signs, and would take it very un« 
kind to be treated as an tah 
lf his enemies be assembled, 
will also be there; and if no un- 
trusty brother be in compa 
will commonly manifest itself to 
be then most in its element. 
Now let a spirit of this kind 
make its appearance in any other 
departinicne than religion, and 
observe how it will be treated, 
In the year 1745, for instance, 
when the great question in the 
country was, Shall we support 
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the reigning family, and the con- 
stitution ? Or shall we admit the 
Pretender, with Popery and arbi- 
trary power in his train? What 
would have been thought of a 
man who should have pretended 
to be on neither this side por 
that ; but talking against war, 
and in favor of moderation, libe- 
rality, and charity towards the 
unhappy youth, who by landing 
on our shores had greatly endan- 
gered his life, made yse of all his 
influence to oppose every decided 
measure tending- to drive him 
from the country? ‘Sir, they 
would have said, you are on the 
side of the Pretender, and de- 
serve to be taken up as a traitor.’ 
And had he complained of their 
bigotry, narrow-mindedness, and 
ill-nature, his §remonstrance 
would haye deserved no regard. 
But is the cause of Gop and 
TRUTH Of less importance than 
the temporal prosperity of a na- 
tion? Surely not! 

If indeed our differences mere- 
ly consist in words; or though 
they should be things, yet if they 
do not affect the first principles 
of the doctrine of Christ, consid- 
ering the imperfections which at- 
tach to the best of men, a spirit 
of moderation or forbearance is 
here in character. When we 
have fravkly spoken our minds, 
we may abe a good conscience 
leave it, and join "with our breth- 
ren notwithstanding in the, work 
of the Lord.- But in differences 
which respect the principles above 
mentioned, compromise would be 
treason against the Majesty of 
heaven. ‘There were cases in 
which an apostle allowed that eve- 
ry one should be fully persuaded in his 
own mind: but there were cases 
also in which the doctrine cf Christ 
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Spectous Names. 
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Was given up; and if any man 
came asa minister without this, 
Christians were directed not to re. 
cerve him into their houses, nor bid 
him God speed*. Such conduct 
in the present times would raise a 
great outcry of bigotry and illib-, 
erality : a plain proof this, that 


what passes amongst us under . 


the names of moderation and lib. 
erality isin a great degree anti- 
christian. - . 

What is moderation ? The Scrip. 
tures recommend a_ yielding and 
gentle disposition in things whete- 
in Our own name or interest only 
are concerned—Such is the mod- 
eration enforced by Paul}: but 
when the continuance of the truih of 
the Gospel was at issue, he refused 
to give place, even for an hourt.— 
The Scriptures also recommend 
forbearanee in Christians one to- 
wards another|]: but this is far 
from that spirit of indifference 
which would confound truth and 
error, religion and irreligion, the 
friends of Christ, and the men of 
the world. 

What is diberality ? The term 
denotes freedom, or enlarged- 
ness of mind. It is applied in 
the Scriptures merely to that sim- 
ple, sincere, and bountiful spirit, 
which communicates freely to the 
needy ; and stands opposed to a 
sinister, close, contracted, and 
covetous disposition. “The ap- 
plication of it to sentiments may 
be proper, when used to describe 
that eniargedness of mind which 
arises from an intimaté acquaint- 
ance with the Scriptures, and an 
extensive knowledge of men and 
things. A rigid attachment te 


* Rom, xiv. 35. 2 John 9—11. 
7 Phil. iv. 5. ¢ Gal, ii. 5+ {| Bphes, 
iv. 2. Col, ili. 13. 
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modes and opinions merely of 
human authority, is often seen in 
persons who have read but little, 
and thought less. Had they seen 
more of the religious world, and 


heard more of what is to be said. 


against the notions in whieh they 
happen to be educated, their te- 
nacity, we may commonly say, 
might be abated §/im other words 
they ish be more liberaily 
minded, 

censures against those who differ 
from them. But to attribute all 
attachment to principles, and even 
modes of worship, to illiberality 
of mind, is itself illiberal. If an 
attachment, whether it be to one 
or the other, be the effect of im- 
partial research, and a firm per- 
suasion that they are the mind of 
God as revealed in his word, it is 
so far from indicating a bigoted, 
contracted, or illiberal mind, that 
it may arise from the contrary. 
The more we understand of di- 
vine truth, the more our minds 
will be enlarged, and the more 
decided will be our opposition to 
error. ‘T’o call that liberality 
which holds all doctrines with a 
loose hand, and considers it as of 
no importance to __ salvation, 
whether we believe this or that, 
i$ a gross perversion of language. 
Such a spirit arises not from en- 
largedness of mind, or from hav- 
ing read much, or thought mttch ; 
but from the vanity of wishing to 
have it thought-that they have. Vhis 
vanity, when flattered by weak 
or imterested' men, induces the 
most ignorant characters to as- 
sume Jmpetious airs, and to exer- 
cise a kind of contemptuous pity 
towards.those who cannot treat 
the gospel with the same indiffer- 
ence as themselves. A minister 


who ‘has wished for the liberty of 


and moderate-in their . 
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playing fast and loose with chris-— 
tian doctrines, without being dis- 
respected by his congregation, has 
been known to compliment them 
as an énlightened people, and to 
praise them for thinking for them- 
selves ; while in fact they have 
neither thought, nor read, nor 
understood, unless it were a few 
political pamphlets, and the doc- 


“trine of getting money. 


Tt seems t@ be a@riterion of this 
species of libgrality that we think 
well of characters, Whatever be 
their principles, and entertain the 
most favourable opinion of their 
final state. The writer was some 
time since in a company where 
mention was made of one who be- 
lieved in the final salvation of all 
men, and perhaps of all devils 
likewise. He is a gentleman, 
(said one,) of /iberal principles:” 
Sueh principles may doubtless be 
denominated liberal, that is, free 
and enlarged in one sense ;—they 
are free from the restraints of. 
Scripture, and enlarged asa net 
which contains a great multitude 
of fishes, good and bad; but 
whether this ought’to recommend 
them, is another question. What 
would be thought of one who. 
should visit the felons of New- 
gate, and persuade them that such 
was the goodness of the govern- 
ment, that not one of them, even 
though cendemned, would be fi- 
nally executed? If shey could be 
induced .to believe him, they 
would doubtless think him a very 
liberal-minded man: but it 1s 
likely the government, and every 
friend tothe public good, would 
think him an enemy to his coun- 
try, and to the very parties whom, 
by his glozing doctrine, he. had 
deceived. 

It is usual to call that man lib- 
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eral who thinks or professes to 
think for himself, and is willing 

that every other person should do 

the same. This, if applied to 

civil society, is just. Christianity 

will persecute no man for his reli- 

gious principles, but meekly in- 

struct him, in hope that God per- 

adventure may give him repent- 

ance to the acknowledging of the 
truth. But apply the principle 
to religious society, and it 4s inad- 
missible. Ifone member of a 
Christian churcl® be not account- 
able to another fge what he be 

lieves, an infideb.in demanding 
the Lord’s Supper from a chris- 

tian minister as a qualification for 
office, demands no more than the 
other may conscientiously and 
scripturally comply with. In re- 
fusing ta unite with an unbeliev- 
er, ora profligate, or one whoin 
my judgment rejects what is es- 
sential to the gospel, I donot 1m- 
pose my faith upon lnm; but 
merely decline having fellowship 
with what I consideras a work of 
darkness. 

The. writer is acquainted with 
sewtral dissenting Churches at 
this time, which for some years 
past have acted upon what they 
call aliberal ground; that is, they 
have admitted men of all sorts of 
principles into their communion: 
and ifsome who once professed 
to be friendly to the doctrines of 
salvation by grace, the deity and 
atonement of Christ, acceptance 
with God through his righteous- 
ness, the necessity of the new 
birth, &c. become their avowed 
enemies, they take no notice of 
them: but leave them, as they 
say, to judge for ‘themselves. 
‘The consequence however is, that 
many of these churches have in 
a few yeatsbecome extinct; and 
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thos@which remain have become 
mere worldly communities, going 
into many of the dissipations and 
follies which are practised by 
none but people who make no 
pretence to serious religion. [| 
have generally observed that 
those who are thus liberal in re. 
gard of principles, are seldom far 
behind as to ‘their _ practices, 
Cards, balls, plays, &c. are with 
them innocent amusements, 
Such assuredly was not the libe. 
rality of Paul. He was however 
of an enlarged mind, and wished 
much for Christians to be also en. 
larged. But how? By opening 
their doors to worldly men, and 
holding fellowship with all sorts 
of characters? Not so; but by 
the direct contrary. Read 2 
Cor. vii. ll, to the end. ‘Oh 
ye Corinthians, our mouth is open 
unto you ; our heart is enlarged— 
Ye are noi straitened in us, but in 
your own bowels—de ye aiso en- 
larged—Be ye not unequally yoked 
together with unbeltevers.”” From 
hence it would seem, that true 
enlargedness of mind is inconsist- 
ent with an indiscriminate com. 
munion with unbelievers, or 
worldly characters. And this 
accords with universal experience. 
Those christian societies who are 
careful to preclude, or exclude 
the enemies of the gospel, are in a 
good degree of one heart, and 
will feel themselves at liberty to 
engageain every good work in 
their social capacity.; But those 
communities which. are open to 
all, will never. be agreed in any 
thing which requires self-denial, 
diligence, or devotedness to 
Christ. One will make this obs 
jection to the measure, and anoth- 
er that; so that nothing will be 


effected. Thisis being yoked te- 
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gether with unbelievers: ® is 
like yoking the sprightly hhorse 
with the tardy ass, which instead 
of helping, only hinders him, and 
may in time so break his spirit as 
to render him nearly as tardy as 
the other. In vain do we sepa- 
rate from national establishments 
of religion to corrupt ourselves, 


‘ Non-conformity. to the ceremo- 


nies of the Church-is of no ac- 
count, if it be attended with con- 
formity tothe world. If the sev- 
ea Asiatic churches had been 
originally formed on these libe- 
ral principles, how came it to 
pass that they were censured for 
having those amongst them who 
held doctrines inconsistent with 
Christianity ? On such principles 
they might have excused them- 
selves from blame, inasmuch as 
those individuals were only per- 
mitted to think and act for them- 
selves, 
Fuller’s Essays. 





SELECT SENTENCES FROM BISII- 
OP HORNE. 


Lysimachus, for extreme thirst, 
offered his kingdom to the Geta, 
toquench it. His exclamation, 
when he had. drank, is wonder- 
fully striking: “*Ah! wretched 
me, who, for such 2 momentary 
gratification, have lost so great a 
kingdom !”’ . How applicable this 
to the case of him who, for the 
momentary pleasures of sin, parts 


‘with the kingdom of heaven ! 


He who seldom thinks of heav- 
en, is not likely to get thither ;—as 
the only way to hit the mark is to 
keep the eye fixed upon it. 

Some.think variety of religions 
as pleasing to God as variety of 
Rowers, Now there can be but 
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Select Sentences, &c.—~Anecdoies. 
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one religion which is true; and 
the God of truth cannot be pleas- 
ed with falsehood, for the sake of 
variety. P 


INDIFFERENCE IN RELIGION. 


The wildest opinion that ever 
was entertained im "matters of re- 
ligion is*more rational, than un- 
concer® about these matters. 
Upon this subje@ nothing is so 
absurd as indifference, no folly 
so contemptible as thoughtless- 
ness and levity. 

Payley’s Sermons. 





ANECDOTES. 


. 7 : 
1 tim. vi. 9, 10, ILLUSTRATED. 


They that will be rich fall inin 
temptation, and a snare, and into 
many foolish and hurtful lusts, 
which drown men in destruction 
and perdition. For the love of 
money is the root of all evil, which 
while some coveted after, they have 
pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows. 


A certain woman who kept 
tavern in Scotland, had a great 
run of business. Saturday being 


the market day in the place, she 


has been observed early on Sab- 
bath morning, before taking time 
to dress, counting her money re- 
ceived the day preceding. Bue 
the treasures amassed with such 
eagerness, and which she appear- 
ed so much to idolize, gave her 
tio comfort in a dying hour. 
Nay, such were her. agonizing 
anticipations of eternal torments 
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as the punishment of her devo. 
tion to the mammon of unright- 
eousness, aS she was not able to 
suppress. ‘ Hold,’ said she to 
her daughter, * hold your finger 
in the flame of that candle for one 
halfhour.’ The daughter repli- 
ed, she could not —‘ Try,’ was 
her answer. Having tried, she 
instantly drew’ back, deciaring, 
she conld not, she could not bear 
it. ‘ How then,’ said the dying 
wretch, ‘how then, think you, 
shall 1 burn eternally in hell for 
gathering money for you and 
your brother !’—A son and 
daughter being all the children 
she had. Her character before 
the worlds was unstained with any 
thing ordinarily reckoned vicious. 


THE FOOL’S REPROOF. 


There was a certain nohleman 


(says Bishop Hall) who kepta 


Fool’s Reproof.—London Missienary Society. 
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fool, to whom he one day gave a 
staff, witha charge to keep it 
till he should meet with one who 
was a greater fool than himself; 
not many years after, the noble. 
man fell sick, even unto death. 
The fool came to see him: his 
sick lord said to him, * I must 
shortly leave you.” “And 
whither are you going ?”’ said the 


fool. “Into another world,” 
replied his lordship. And 
when will you come again? 
Within a month?” No,’ 


“within a year!’ ‘No,’ 
‘When then ?’’? “ Never.’”? * Ne. 
ver!” said the fool: and what 
provision hast thou made for thy 
entertainment there whither thou 

oest 2”? “ Noneatall.” “No!” 
said the fool, “none at all! 
Here, then, take my staff ; for, 
with all my folly, Iam not guil. 
ty of any such folly as this.” 








RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


— Do 


Report of the Directorsio the London Missionary Society at thet 
Sixteenth General Meetins. 


{ Concluded from page 121,) 


NORTH AMERICA, 


Mr. Pinceon appears to have 
been industrious in his evangelic- 
al labours at New Carlisle, and 
at Restigouche near the bay of 
Chaleur, where his ministry has 
been well received, and seems to 
have been useful. He thought 
it however, expedient to spend 


the last winter in Prince Ed- 
ward’s Island, where he arrived 
with his family im September. 
‘s Fiere,” he says, “I am dili- 
gently employed in_ preaching 
the glorious gospel of the ble::ed 
God, and here I find an ample 
field for making known the sav- 
our of that name which is above 
every name. JI expect to abide 


aw 
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here during the winter, and should 

refer remaining here altogether, 
should it meet the approbation of 
the Directors.”” It is probable 
that he will return to his former 
station for the summer. He de- 
scribes both places as greatly 
needing many more labourers, 
the people being very destitute of 
instruction, yet earnestly desirous 


> of obtaining it. 


Mr. Pidgeon informs us that 
Mr. Mitchell, formerly our Mis- 
sionary is settled at. Amherst, 
where he is diligent in preaching 
the word of life ; and, he believes, 
also along the coasts of New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia. 

A supply of Bibles, Testa- 
ments, and other books, which 
were sent to Mr. Pidgeon, have 
been gladly received ; but many 
more are wanted in that destitute 
part of the world, and the Direc- 
tors have lately ordered a new 
supply. 


DEMARARA, TOBAGO, AND TRIN- 
iDAD. 


The information received in’ 


the course of the year from the 
different stations in the western 
world continues to be encourag- 
ing. The Society has, indeed, to 
lament the removal by death of 
one of their warmest and most 
useful friends, Mr. Post, a gentle- 
man of Le Rousevenir, in the 
colony of Demarara. Through 
his good offices, our first Mission- 
ary, Mr. Wray, was gladly re- 
ceived, and for a long time board- 
ed in his house. Every possible 
facility was given to the instruc. 
tion of his slaves, and those of the 


adjacent plantations ; and a com- ° 
modious chapel built, chiefly at 


i] 
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his expence, for their accommo- 
dation. Itis impossible to ex- 
press the obligations under which 
the cause of religion in the colony 
was laid, by his influence, contri- 
butions, and exertions. But, in 
the midst of his usefulness, and 
when his example was likely to 
prove of the greatest advantage, 
it pleased the Sovereign Disposer 
of life to take to himself that ex- 
cellent man; he rests from his la- 
bours, his works will follow him, 
and the Society will long cherish 
the memory of their generous 
benefactor, while they. indulge 
a hope that the recollection of his 
pious zeal will stir up others, both 
at home and abroad, to emulate 
so worthy an example. 

Mr. Post, desirous that the 
people might continue to enjoy 
the benefit of evangelical instruc- 
tion after his decease, has gene- 
rously secured to this society the 
chapel which he erected, togeth- 
er with a dwelling-house for the 
minister, (not then finished,) a 
garden, and the sum of 100/. an- 
nually towards the minister’s 
support, so long as the Society 
shall continue to provide a Mis- 
sionary who preaches the doc- 
trines of the reformed church; 
but in case of their ceasing to do 
this, the provision made is to be 
transferred toa society in Scot- 
land. 

The last letters received from 
Mr Wray state that the cause of 
Christ continues to prosper, and 
that many persons, both old and 
young, are anxious to hear the 
word of life. His journals (ex- 
tracts from which appear in No. 
XXI. of the Missionary Trans- 
actions) contain many pleasing 
instances of the power of divine 
grace on the hearts of the ne- 
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-roes, both male and female; the colony inthe month of August 
alteration also produced on their — and proceeded to the id. 
moral conduct is such as recom- and of Trinidad, having a re. 
mends the gospel of Christ. Mr. commendation to some gentle. 
Wray, referring tothe Christmas menthere- He has received a 
holydays, says,“*Whatagreatand considerable degree of encour. 
elorious change has taken place agement to preach the gospel to 
among them since the last year! ! the white inhabitants and people 
Instead of following their vain of colour. By permission of the 
amusements, nunibers have turne governor, he obtained leave to 
ed to the Lord, sing his praises, preachin the Freemasons’ Hall, 
and glorify his name. They now in the town of Port of Spain, 
hate the things which they once where three or four hundred per- 
loved, and delight i im the things sons have attended his ministry. 
of Jesus, of w hich many of them Several persons, desirous of reg- 
never heard till lately. O thou ular preaching, have subscribed 
blessed gospel, what hast thou about 5001. towards the erection 
done! Thy glories have won the of achapel. The Directors do 
hearts of many. Thy simple not andes this object, however 
truths have subdued the most desirable in itself, as that to which 
stubborn sinner, enlightened the their Missionary should direct 
darkest mind, charged ne lion his principal attention, or to 
into the lamb, the swearer into a_ whieh the Society should contri- 
man of prayer, the child of wrath bute any considerable sums; 
into an heir of heaven, and the they have e ground for believing, 
sons and daughters of Satan into however, that by obtaining the 
the children of God. Mrs. coments and eer: of se 
Wray: also is diligent in the in- sons of influence inthe island, ac 
struction of the female slaves and cess will be the more readily pro- 
theirchildren. From 16 to 20 cured to the negro slaves, who 
children attend almostevery day are very numerous, and for whose 
to learnto read ; and generally® spiritual instruction they have 
in the evening a great many wo- strongly recommended Mr. 
men. On the Lord’s day 50 Adam by all means to use his 
children frequently attend. Itis utmost endeavours, considering 
hoped that the preaching of the all other objects as of inferior 
gospel will hereafter be more importance. 
widely diffused in the colony, as In Tobago, Mr. Elliott con. 
some of the owners of estates seem tinues to preach to the slaves, 
disposed to permit the instruction permission being kindly granted 
of useir slave , having observed by the owners of several estates, 
the good effect produced on on some of which” he collects 
those .who have ‘already been on forty, on others eighty 6r 
faucht. one hundred hearers. He wn 
Mr. Adam, who accompanied not speak in very sanguirie tert 
Mr. Purkis to Demarara, not of his success in the conversion of 
ing immediate employment the negroes ; yet there is reason 
as a Missionary t 1 His aed anx- to hope that his labours are no 
usto enter upon his work,leftthe im vain. On one occasion, he 
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says, “ It was delightful ta see 
with what eagerness these poor 
creatures heard the word of God; 
and more so, to find that some of 
them understand what they hear, 
and practice what they know.” 
At another place, where he 

reached to about 90 slaves, he 
says, ** All seemed to receive in- 
struction with thankfulness. ‘The 
manager thinks that much good 
has been done among, them, as 
far as it respects their morals, 
and speaks very highly of them 
indeed : this is the more encour- 
aging, as they were formerly 
deemed.a very bad gang.” ‘The 
Directors are peculiarly g eratified 
by this remark; for they trust, 
that when the gentlemen of the 
West India Islands perceive that 
the slaves become more moral in 
their conduct, more docile in 
their temper, and more industri- 
ous in their 
quence of the evangelical instruc- 
tion which they receive, they will 
afford every facility.intheir pow- 
er to the edfforts of Christian 
Missionaries, and also coatribute 
to their support. 

Mr. Elliott likewise preaches 
statedly once on the Lord’s-day, 
to the white and coloured inhab- 
itants of the town of Scarborough, 
who assist in his maintenance, and 
thereby lessen the expenditure of 
the Society in behalf of this Mis- 
sion. Dosey his hearers, he 
says, “ ‘There are two or three 
white persons, who appear to be 
cencerned for their souls; and I 
rejoice ,to say that, instead of 
meeting with persecution, h:rs, 
Elliott and myseif are treated 
with the greatest respect, by the 
first persons, as weil as by the 
poor, in the esenge'9 It has even 
been proposed to the council and 


business, in conse-+ 





Report to the Londoa Missionary Socicty. 155 


assembly at Tobago, that a sala- 
ry should be allowed me by the 
colony ; and although my friends 
have failed in their kind efforts 
for this purpose, yet perhaps their 
wishes may eventually be accom- 
plished.”? 


MISSION 10 THE JEWS. 


The Directors stated in their 
last report, that not conceiving” 
themselves to be discharged from 
their duty by the withdrawment 
of their principal agent, they de- 
signed to persevere in their ef- 
forts with increased assiduity. 
They have therefore continued 
the lectures to the Jewish people 
who are disposed to attend at the 
chapel in Artillery-street. Their 
pi gp however, to the lectures 
on the Lord’s.day was so discour- 
aging, that the Directors have 
Iately been induced wholly to de- 
clinethem. They have, how- 
ever, resorted to another method, 
the effect of which has been more 
pleasing. They requesicd the 

eassistance of many of the minis- 
ters of the gospel resident in and 
near London, by whom a course 
of lectures on appropriate subjscts 
was carefully 
which have bein pr wiclaed every 
‘Tuesday evening from Novem- 
ber last to the present month. 
These lectures, they are happy to 
say, have been very numerously, 
attended, and apparently with 
much interest and improvement. 
‘The congregations have certainly 
consisted chiefly of professed 
christians ; but they have the 
satisfaction of knowing that some 
Jews also attended ; “with what 
effect they are not able to deter- 
mine ; but by several letsers re- 


arranged, and | 
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ceived from individuals of that 
nation, they perceive that a spir- 
it of enquiry has in some degree 
been excited. 

From past experience, and the 


-ynost deliberate consideration of 


the subject, the Directors are still 
of opinion that the best, if not 
the only, means of promoting the 
conversion of this people, 1s by 
the preaching of the gospel, and 
the circulation, of religious 
tracts. : 
The Directors have printed, 
and dispersed among the Jews, 
many thousand tracts, which 
they conceive were well adapted 
to engage their attention, addi- 
tions to which will probably be 
made from some of the lectures 
which have been preached. The 
concluding part of Mr. Ewing’s 
Essays for Jews is just received, 

and will be printed without de- 
be ° 


BOT 





SEMINARY. 


There are now at the Mission- 
ary Seminary at Gosport seven. 
young men, who are purs uing” 
appropriate studies, with a view 
to the great work to which they 
are devoted, and who, it is hop- 
ed will prove useful Missionaries 
of Jesus Christ. Those who left 
the Seminary abcut 4 year since, 
have, we trust, reached the seve- 
ral places of their destination ; 
and the Directors feel much sat- 
isfaction in the prospect of their 
proving valuable labourers in the 
work of the Lord. 





ae 


We have now presented to you, 
Christian brethren, with as much 
brevit¥ as we could, the state of 
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the several Missions in which we 
are engaged ; and we have re. 
ported the various degrees of 
success with which it has pleased 
the Sovereign ruler of the church 
to favour them. ‘The whole, we 
trust, will afford © occasion of 


thanksgiving” to Him, whom it is 


our highest ambition to serve 
and please ; and who, we hope, 
will accept our feeble but sincere 
endeavours to promote his glory, 
and to extend his kingdom in the 
world. 

We are bound to acknowledge 
with gratitude, the liberality | of 
those of our brethren in the coun. 
try, who, on receiving the ifiti- 
mation of the great excess of our 
expenditure last year beyond our 
annual income, ‘immediately pro- 
cured, in their congregations, 
contributions towards our funds, 
by which they have been mate. 
rially benefited. Nor onght we 
to omit the honourable mention 
of a distinguished benefactor, the 
late Mr. Thomas Hawkes, who, 
after giving, for several succes- 
siye years, a handsome donation 
to the Saciety, (concealing his 
name, except from the treasurer, ) 
presented, a few days before his 
sudden death, the sum of a thou. 
sand pounds. In addition to this, 
he has bequeathed to our institv- 
tion two thousand pounds. stock 
in the four per cents., which by 
the liber ‘ality of his executors, 
has already been transferred to 
us. With ‘this princely generosi- 
ty did Mr. Hawkes communicate 

f that substance which he had 
acjuired by the blessing of God 
on his affairs, and he has thereby 
e.ibited to the Christian world 
an example of pious munificence, 
which it is hoped’ will be imitatec 
by many*of the affluent. Severa! 
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other persons have also, by their 
legacies, devoted a portion of 
their wealth to this Institution, 
by which, though dead, they yet 
contribute to the cause of Christ, 
and the happiness of mankind. 
These instances of benevolence 
will net, we trust, tend to relax 
the exertions of our brethren in 
town or country, but rather ex- 
cite them to greater zeal and dil- 
igence ; for as our Missions are 
‘aultipfied, and many more la- 
bourers are called for, especially 
in South Africa and in the east, 
the Society will require, notwith- 
standing the utmost economy in 
the management of their affairs, 
an augmented income, to meet 
the constantly-growing expendi- 
ture. Could we prevail on every 
congregation connected with us 
(where. it is practicable) to make 
an annual collection, asis the 
laudable custom of some, our op- 
erations would be proportionably 
extended, and the Directors 
might look forward to numerous 
Missions, which they have scarce- 
ly had the courage to contem- 
plate. 

The cause is the Lord’s. He”* 
who suffered on the cross, that 
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he might become the Saviour of 
the world, has strictly command- 
ed his disciples to proclaim his 
great salvation to every human 
being. By the help of God, let 
us endeavour to do this. 
we have done but little. 
may Say, to-day, as the venerable 
and victorious leader of Israel 
did when retiring from the world 
—‘ There remaineth yet very 
much land to be possessed.” 
While, therefore, the great Dis- 
poser of life continues our active 
powers, and while he indulges 
us with the privilege of devoting 
2 portion of our substance to him, 
let us proceed, with renewed vig- 
our, in the delightful work: and 
let us stir up the rising generation 
to join usin it; that so, when 
those of us who had the happiness 
of commencing this Society shall 
cease from our labours, our pos- 
terity may continue the work, 
with superior wisdom, zeal and 
success, till they behold, ‘ Satan 
falling as lightning from heav- 
en;” till they exultingly shout— 
“ The kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of our 
Lord, and of his Christ, and he 


shall reign for ever and ever.’’ 
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dor the purpose of being enal led to state at the Annual Mee sie of the Society 
an acconnt of the Receipts and Disbursements, the Directors have thou ght 
it adviseable to close the account on the first of April, and not on the first 
of June, as B foctaaty. The following Statement, th erefore, comprises ten 


months only, instead of twelve. 


Amount of Collections, Donations, £ 
and Interes 


scriptions, Legacies, 


Stock, 

Expenditure on account of 
Missions 
Leaving a balance due to 
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Extract of a letter from a late mem- 
ber of the Divinity College, Andover, 
dated March 2. 1811. 


The college flourishes at Andover, 
‘There are about sixty students. Dr, 
Griffin, I learn by a letter from him 
since I left Boston, is elected pastor 
of Park-street-church Boston. He 
will probably accept the office and 
leave Andover, 

Nothing very interesting respeeting 
religion has transpired of late in that 
quarter, A lineis fast drawing be- 
tween Socinians and Trinitarians, and 
open war will be the consequence, 

A very considerable missionary 
Spirit exists among the students at 
Andover. Four young men from the 
institution expect to sail as missiona- 
ries to Asia or Africa in the spring. 
One of the four Mr. Judson has gone 
to England to receive information and 
to propose some connection between 
the London Missionary Society, and 
the board of commissioners of foreign 
missions. ‘There are twelve or four- 
teen belonging to the College, who 
have concluded to become missiona- 
ries, if they can obtain support.—A 
society is formed in the college ~ one 
article of the constitution is, thateach 


' . -¥ 
member shall make it a subject cf 


prayer and examination, whether ‘it 
be not his duty to spend his life as a 
missionary ; and the society are col- 
lecting a library to be.composed of 


such books, as will enable the mem- 


bers to examine this guestion respect- 
ing duty, and such books as will be 
nseful to those, who have concluded to 
become missionaries. This certainly 
:ohuman view predicts good to the 
church, and may ibe succeeded by the 





CMay, 


veice which is to be heard saying, 
‘« Sing O barren, thou that didst not 
bear 5 for thy Maker is thine hus. 
band, the Lord of hostsis his name.” 








ORDINATIONS. 


On Tuesday Jan. 1. 1811, the 
Rev. NATHANIEL LAMBERT, late 
Pastor of the church, in Newbury, 
Vi. was installed Pastor of the church 
in Lime, N. H, And at the same time 
and place, the Rev. Roswenr 
SuHurtLeFr, Philips Professor of 
Divinity in Dartmouth College, was 
ordained as a minister of the gospel. 
Rev. David Southerland of Bath, 
N. H. offered the Introductory Pray- 
er; Rev. Asa Burton, D.D. of 
Thetford, Vt. preached the sermen ; 
Rev. Stephen Fuller of Vershire, Vt. 
made the consecrating prayer; Rey. 
Roger Newton, D. D. of Greenfield, 
Mass. gave the charge to Mr, Lam- 


‘bert, and Rev, Isaiah Potter, cf Leb- 


anon, N. H. gave the charge to Mr. 
Shurtleff; Rev. Sylvester Dana of 
Ortord, N. H. gave the right hand of 
fellowship; aud Kev. David Dickin- 
son of Meriden, N. H. made the con- 
cluding prayer. 

InsTALLeEn, inthe Pastoral office 
over the church of Christ in Hart- 
ford, Pennsylvania, on the 4th of 
Aug. last, Rev. Esexezer KinGs- 
BURY, late of Vermont ; 

On the 6th of March, 1811, Rev. 
Tuomas Rica, Pastor of the church 
and Society, in Columbia, Con, 

OrpatINep, at Pownal, Maine, 
Feb. 20, 1811, Rev. Pernaz CHa- 
PIN. 











BEAUTIFUL AND IMPRESSIVE HYMN, WORTHY OF BEING LEARN? 


Pe ae 
BY, AND IMPRESSED ON EVERY WEART. . 


. 


The following lines, on the presence and Providence of God, are considered 


as very beautiful.—They are followed by an attempt to express tbe same 
sentiments tn a more poetic dressa 


‘© Cuitp of Reason, whence comest thou !—What has thine 
eye cbserved, and whither have thy feet been wandering ”’ 


18 





oe @ 


‘ 
Ay 
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‘* [have been wandering along the meadows, in thick grass. The 
cattle were feeding about me, or reposing in the cool shade: the corn 
sprung up in the furrows; the poppy and the hare-bell grew among the 
wheat; the fields were white with summer, and glowing with beauty.” 


“ Didst thou see nothing more? Didst thou observe nothing be- 
side? Keturn again, Child of Reason, for there are greater things 
than these. God was amongst the fields, and didst thou not perceive 
him ?» His beauty was upon the meadows ; his smile enlivened the 
sun-shine 2” 


‘*T have walked through the thick for@it’ ‘the wind whispered among 
the trees ; the brook fell from the reck with a pleasant murmur; the 
squirrel leaped from bough tobough; and the birds sung to each other 
amongst the branches.” 


* Didst thou hear nothing but the murmur of fhe brook ? No 
whispers, but the whispers of the wind ? Return again, Child of 
Reason, for there are greater things than these. God was among 
the trees ; his voice sounded in the murmur of the water ; his music 
warbled in the shade; and didst thou not attend ?” 


‘‘ I saw the moon rising behind the trees; it was like the lamp of 
gold. Thestars, one after another appeared in the clear firmament. 
Presently I saw black clouds arise, and roll towards the south ; the light- 
ning streamed in thick flashes over the sky ; the thunder growled at a dis- 
tance; itcame nearer, and I felt afraid, for it was loud and terribie,”’ 


«¢ Did thy heart feel no terror, but of the the thunder bolt ? Was 
there nothing bright and terrible, but thé lightning ? Return again, 
O Child of Reason, for there are greater things than these. God 
was in the storm, and didst thou not perceive him? His terrors were 
abroad, and did not thy heart acknowledge him ? 

“¢ God is in every place ; he speaks in every sound we hear; he is 
in all that our eyes behold. Nothing, O Child of Reason, is without 


God. Let God, then, be in all our thoughts.” 


—< +o 


Cuitp of Reason, whither hast thou stray’d,— 
What hast thou heard, and what thine eye survey’d? 


«¢ Plains widely spread and deck’d with green, 
And smiling meadows F have seen ; 

And as by pleasant streams I stray’d, 

Flocks sought the grass, or coeling shade. 

The fields were white with ripening grain, 
And blooming flowers adorn’d the plain,” 


And didst thou nothing more observe or see ? 
Was nothing more sublime perceiv’d by thee ? 
Did no good Being make all these his care ? 
Come, Child of Reason, own that God was there ; 
He decks with beauty all the flowery race ; 

He is the sun, enliv’ning nature’s face. 
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Poctry.——Donations. 


‘*T walk’dthe shady forest through 5 
Grand scenés and prospects met my view ; 
The falling breok sweet music made, 

The gentle breezes whisp’ring play’d ; 
The winged songsters sharm’d the ear ; 
O! how delightful ’twas to hear !” 


And didst thou nothing but the murmur hear ? 


Did nought but rural sounds deligkt she ear ? 


Return again, O Child of Reason—learn, 

Sublimer things than these thou may’st discern. 

It was the voice of God, when breezes play’d, 

It was his music warbled in the shade. 

Didst thou not hear thé voice of nature call,— | 
‘«<?Tis God, who speaks, and acts, and moves in all.” 


«« Psaw the moon in glory rise, 

A golden lamp in eastern skies ; 
Areund the twinkling stars appear, 

To deck the heav’n serene and clear, 
But soon dark clouds obscure the pole, 
Soon lightnings flash, and thunders rol!!. 
I see the threat’ning tempest near : 

I stand amaz’d, I start with fear!” 


And didst thou feel no fear but the surprize 


Which may from warring elements arise ? 


Can fires electric shake thy trembling heart, 
And not his power, who sends the lightning’s dart ? 
O Child of Reason, listen and be taught. 3 

Let higher objects claum thy wondering thought. 
When the storm rag’d, the God of power was there : 
His various works his attributes declare ; 

In grateful hymns the God of nature bless, 

Whose living energy his laws confess. 


God’s presence is in every plaes, 

He sees all things thro’ boundless space ; 
He speaks in every sound we hear, 

His providence is always near. 


O Child of Reason, learn to know, 

He governs all thingshere belows % 

He claims our fear,—he claims our love ; 

His throne is heaven,—he reigns above. P. 


Religious Instructo¢: 





DONATIONS TO THE VT. MISSIONARY SOCISTY. ind 
From Rev. Ammi Nichols, Braintree ; : . $$ 1,00 
From do. do, do. contributed on a Mission 1,00 

DONATIONS TO THE VT. TRACT SOCIETY. 
From Ladies Society, Middlebury ° ‘ ° . 8,00 

Capt. Edward Eells, de. e ; ? 0,50 


Joseph D, Huntington, do. ; on 994 Fracts. 
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